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Leviticus 1 gth, Clap: & e Verſe; 


„Ton Jha! not hate thy Brather, in thing. Heart; Thau 
&* ſhalt in any wiſe, rebuke-thy NERO and noi alen 
In, Wo Him.” 
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Firſt, PART. 


AN, that is born of a Wan according to holy 
Job ho died himſelf, being old and full of 
Days—had (we are told,) his Denomination, from 
Society; and verily, whoever thinks that, he was born 
only for himſelf - forgets that, he was born. a Min and 
bas little more left him than, his bare Human figure, f 
do diſtinguiſh him from a wild, and ſolitary Beg:  * 
Am I, my Brother's koapor—was therefore both 
ſurly, and inhuman reply; fit only for the mouth of 
Him, who was doomed to be a Fugitive, and a Vaga- 
bond in the Earth: but leſt, ſuch a miſchievous and 
ſelfiſh principle ſhould univerſally prevail—the wiſe and 
merciful providence of God, has ſo ordered it—that our 
continual dependance upon each other, ſhould be the 
bend of mutual commerce and affection; ſo that, no mati 
A having 


EI 


having the means of happineſs entirely in himſelf, every 
one is forced to borrow from other hands, wherewith to 
ſuſtain, or ſweeten Life, to make his condition at all, 
comfortable ;— 

Hence, a ſerious concern for the benefit of our Neigh- 
bour, is deeply intermixed with our own ; and has fo 
inſin uated it{elf into our very nature, that a due obſerv- 
ance of this virtue, has appropriated to itſelf, the very juſt 
name of Humanity. 


Thus, to relieve the Indigent—to viſit the Sick—to 


vindicate the Injured —and comfort the Diſconſolate— 


are actions which, the worſt of mankind, will acknow- . 


ledge praiſe-worthy ; and to which, every man who, has 
not wholly debauched and ſtupified his reaſon, finds in 
himſelf, a ſtrong propenſity :— 

Only where, the ſoul of our Brother, is the object. 
and ſpiritual Counſel, the alms to be imparted=there 
uſually, we are too many of us, very backward—and 
very hardly ſometimes, to be perſuaded that, it is indeed, 
our duty as Men—but more particularly as Chriſtians :— 

Hence we may, and do find many—who hold them- 
ſelves obliged to part with Bread for the preſervation of 
their neighbour's Body—who yet would be excuſed the 
charity of ſetting the Soul one ſtep forward, in it's ſafe 
way to Heaven; "eſpecially where friendly reproof, 1s re- 
quiſite; and our neighbour's fiults to be ripped up, in 
order to amend Him : makers: even good and pious per- 
ſons, diſcover a very ſtrange averſion—tremble at the 

office, 
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office, as too ſevere and difficult ſhuffſing aſide the un · 
welcome obligation, upon almoſt any terms:— | 

But how ready ſoever, ſome may be, to excuſe them- 
ſelves and others, in this point — (Men that, are 
unwilling to reprove—and more ſo, to be reproved—) 
yet with God, it is indif} penſible ho has bound it upon 
us all, in as ſtrict a * as, any other. W 
whatſoever. 

My defign then, being if bie 1 8 . the cre». 5 
dit, and recover the practice of this ſhamefully neglected 
duty—(the diſuſe whereof, has given ſo much encou- 
ragement to all prophaneſs, immorality, and debauchery 


—and.cauſed ſo ſenſible a decay of piety, and virtue) 


J ſhall in the plaineſt manner, and with all the 
ſeriouſneſs I can—firſtexamine the pretences, whereupon 
Men generally excuſe themſelves from it 

Secondly, ſhall urge ſome arguments to perſuade them, 
to it — 

And, laſtly—ſhall propoſe ſuch cautions and 3 
ons, as may be helpful towards the ſucceſsful Are 


of it. 


But firſt to W with the pretences chat, are 


uſually alledged to excuſe Men, from the practice of it. 


Man, (we are told in our Bible—) was no ſooner _ 
fallen, than he began to be, a querulous creature —more 
apt to complain, than to obey; and would God diſpenſe _ 


with his commands, as often as Man could frame excuſes 


there would be no ſuch thing as duty, in the World: 
* 
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for as that wiſdom, which created - ſo that goodueſs, 
which redeemed the World, has been arraigned, and cen- 
ſared too often. at the bar of Human judgment ! 

Not a ceremony of he Law, not a command in the 
Decalogue. not a doctrine in the Gebel but has been 
traverſed by open oppoſition, or admitted with murmur- 
ing and great reluctance—(as particularly in the very 


caſe, before u5—) though the ſalvation, of a ſoul, muſt 


be thought worthy every man's care and endeavour, who 
ſincerely believes, it's immortality : yet when reproof is 


the part expected from us, towards it—how very ready 


are we to excuſe ourſelves, by pretending firſt—that this 
is, an unpleaſant office—enough to frighten Men from 
ſociety if, tkey muſt undergo the continual mortification, 
of having their faults and follies cenſured : To harp upon 
this harſh ſtring, muſt needs be grating to the ear, and 
ſpoil the harmony of our beſt converſation; *tis galling 
our friend, in his tendereſt part; ris to ſet up for a Die- 


tator—and make our tongue, a ſcourge to our company ; 


hen the end mult be, every Man, will be thy of our 
viſits, weary of our Liſcourſe—and in return, inquiſitive 
to find out, and publiſh our faults and miſcarriages, to 
the World; when, the only thanks we are likely to get, 
is to go away with the characters of buſy fellows, and 
impertinent, meddling buſy bodies : — 

This it was, (Raith holy writ—) made the Prophet 
Elijah, paſs for a troubler of Iſrael; and Micajah, a 
hateful perſon, to King Ahab; ſo St. Paul, was reputed 

a mad-man, 
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a mad-man, for the liberty he took before Feſtus, (the 
Roman Governor—) 

I anſwer however, that 8 all God's. ways, are 
ways of pleaſartneſs and there are motives enough iu 
picty, to convince the reaſon, and engage the affections 
of any ſerious and well diſpoſed perſons; yet it is all 
myſtery and paradox to him, that never made the expe- 
riment; and therefore he, chat will -perrorm no duty, till 
corrupt nature ſhall pronounce it pleaſant and agreeable, . 
is never likely to do any ey at all, in the ways ot 
God, and religion. 

But if ye (my Friends,) are Challians-rfor ſhame, 
prefer not your eaſe, before your duty to God, to your 
Neighbours, or yourſelves; neither value any Brother's 
reſpect, above his Soul: lock not to the conſequence, 
but to the performance of the divine command; — and 
grudge not to ſerve God of that, which coſts you ſome- 
thing: ſuppoſe moreover herein, the very worſt—thaty 
ye ſhoutd be frowned upon, and ſlighted—ſhunned, and 
hated—thar, your reputation ſhould ſuffer through the 


_ reſentment of barbarous and unthankful ſpirits, for re- 


proving faithfully, as ye ought :—remember yet, that a 
truly good man, will ever proſecute his duty, through. 
evil report, and good report; ſo do ye! 

And know ye all this; that it is creditable to loſe ouc 
own good name, in God's cauſe; that, it is happy for that 


man againſt whom the World hath nothing more to al- 
B ledge 
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ledge, than the being too TY ſolicitous of his Brother's, 
or his Neighbour's lalvation! 
Ihe peace of conſcience void of offence, and the ac- 
quitrance and ſatisfaction of our own minds will verily, 
make us all abundant recompenſe, in this World ;—and 
God too, who judges not as mortals here, will yet more 
amply reward us, hereafter ;—when he, that converteth 
a ſinner from. the error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from 
death, and ſhall hide a multitude of ſins: be ye not then 
(my Friends,) overmuch concerned at the grief and 
diſturbance ye may occaſion any, from your reproofs 
provided, they prove effectual; for ſorrow. ſurely, is the 
neceſſary conſequence of ſin; and better ſure it is that, 
by a timely repentance, it ſhould end in joy—than in 
weeping, and wailing, aud gnaſhing of teeth! 

It is objected yet, (ie heat,) that this is a dangerous 
office which, may ſooner enrage the party than, amend 
him ;—to draw upon one's ſelf probably, the fury, as 
well as hatred of, an obſtinate ſinner who, will be ſure 
to think himſelf affronted, by reproof ;—and inſtead of 
thanking us, for the charity of it—will turn again moſt 


likely, and rent us! The Baptiſt (we read,) loſt his 


head, for reproving King Herod; and it was uſual for the 
rebellious houſe of liked, to ſtone the Prophets that, 
were ſent to them, upon ſuch errands. 

There are inſtances (God knows, too many—) of 


ſuch as would fain be unaccountable in their wicked- 


| T neſs 
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neſs and becauſe they hate to be reformed, affect to be 
above the reach of notice and rebuke : 

When as for ſuch bold ſinners, whoſe conſciences are 
ſeared it may be, to all advice and argument—it is not 
(think,) either ſafe, or prudent to apply to them, after 
this manner; or by any means, without an immediate 
commiſſion from Heaven—which would be waſting the 
precious ointment, and ſpilling water on the ground, 
without any hopes of bleſſing or ſucceſs - when yet, 
for our own juſtification, we have the Wiſe Man 
Solomon's counſel, not to reprove a ſcorner, leſt he hate 
thee :—whilſt ſuch an one may, and ought verily, to be 
recommended in our prayers to the Throne of Grace, for 
all mankind—(as well our enemies, as friends; for Jews, 
Turks, Infidels, and Heretics—as well as Chriſtians—) 
becauſe with God, all things are pdoflible :—as alſo, that 
they may be brought to the due correction of our Laws 
here the offence is ſuch, as is cognizable by the civil 
Magiſtrate: However, ſhould our reproof be thrown 
away upon ſuch an one—and if he be irreclaimable alſo, 
by the Laws—we ſhould leave him (I truſt,) as the 


| phyſician does his deſperate patient, upon whom all re- 


medies, prove ſucceſsleſs; remembering only, that he be 
a ſcorner with whom, ye deal thus: for it is not ſuffi- 
cient that, he hath walked in the counſel of the ungodly, 
or hath ſtood in the way of ſinners—(who are very 
proper objects for our ſeaſonable reproof;—) whilſt, if 

he has ſat down in the ſeat of the ſcornful—he ſurely, 
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is then loſt to all good advice, not within the power of 


gentle, or any ordinary means of our's; when nothing 
probably, will awaken him but, either the juſt ſeverity, 
of the magiſtrate in this World, through condign punith- 
ment—or everlaſting burnings, in the next. 

When, as to that part of the objection which reſpects 
ourſelves—we ought to be very cautious of making falſe 
alarms of danger and difficulty, only to excuſe ourſelves 
the trouble at any time, of diſcharging our own duty as 
men—and more ſo, as Chriſtians ;—but we read that, 
the fluggards pretence, or excuſe is—there is a Lion in 
the way, that affrights him; and where the unworthy 
fear of man, prevails—we moſtly, are very ſeldom at a 
loſs to raiſe ſome imaginary phantom to fright us, from 
proceeding :—but when the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords bids us go, it is no danger ſhould hinder, to keep 
us back; neither ſhould any of us, be afraid of doing 
good, when others (and fo very many,) are not afraid of 
doing evil :—wherefore let us (my Friends,) all learn 
courage, even from the very ſinner himſelf! for if he 
fears not God, what reaſon have we to ſtand in fear, of 
Him? go therefore every one of you, (my people,) with 
as much courage, occaſionally to rebuke, as any of your 
brethren may have done, to offend ; nor be leſs ' fearful 
in your reproofs, than they have been courageous, in 
their ſometimes, greateſt abominations !—whilſt, if the 


Pretence of dangers, will not fatisfy—it may further be 


pretended, (and, I know is—) that the Reprover's, is a 
needleſs. 


(inn 


neadleſs office and why fhoüld aüy of us, inef pet. : 
lince the! offender! may nt want teaſöd, more than our- 


ſelves: hen, if he do amis, t His own Maſter, he 


muſt ſtand, or fall--wnhout being accounable to us, for 0 | 


what ſins; he may have: committed; 'for we are all. 
miſerable ſinnefs; and have tnough to do, to mind 6 our- 


9 


ſelves; —without too curiouſly inſpeailiy? into the ways 
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and actions, of other people n this,” is jolt Ents . 6 


language am I my Brother's keeper? and yet it is the 
beſt-plea that, many a man has to offer in excuſe for not 2 


reproving his ſinful Friend, or Neichbour 


What! is he nat as underſtanding a man, as myſelf? 
do ye think, hie is not ſerſhible of what he does? but would D 
"that it, 
were really, a needleſs” office to admoniſh and ol 0g 
ſome of our: Neighbours, even of this Houſhold of Faith? 


to God, the ground of ſuch pretenct were true; 


— when alaſs, the 2 Ap Wee e of the Keb e aud 


lome ED ſome one 1 * Mos ſome ole he * 


able reptoof to convert him, or bring him back again! 
for not to tell aan, (or woman either,) of their Faults _ 
»—becauſe:they: may have teaſon and" confeience, to tell 
themſelves; of them. is juſt as if one ſhould refuſe to 
help upa man that, Was- fallen, becaufe he had leg: 5 to 
ha Toy, from the ground: ſo he, that forbears His re- 
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proof upon no better account, but only becauſe it would 
be a reflection upon the perſon's diſcretion and conduct. 
is as unreaſonable and uncharitable as he that, will not 
tell a blind man, he is out of his way for fear of being 
thought to take notice of the loſs, of his fight :—- 

The greateſt diſcouragement however, of all is—that 
it is an unſucceſsful, and hopeleſs office; and the very 
many diſappointments of others that, have gone before 
us, in this duty—tend very much to obvate and abate 
whatever may, or can be ſaid to encourage us, to follow 
them: for Noah, by all his convincing diſcourſes and 
wholeſome Reproofs, could not perſuade eight perſons, 
to provide againſt the approaching deluge: when, what 
return too, had juſt Lot, for his rebukes of wicked 
Sodom— but their contempt and mockery, to vex his 
righteous foul ! Moſes indeed, could upbraid and threaten 
but could not incline or ſoften King Pharaoh; miracles 
of reproof and conviction, ten times {uccethvely repeated, 
ſhook his hard heart—but' could not, break it; amuſed 
and frighted him—but could not druwwv him, to obedi- 
ence ;—nay, Wiſdom herſelf complaineth of ſome, that 
ſet at nought her counſel, and would none of her 
Reproof: Who then (my Friends,) is ſulicient for theſe 
things ? 

It muſt be owned, (ye all know, as well as I can tell 
you) that it is a great diſcouragement, and enough to 
break the reſolution of many an attempt when, we find 
all our entreaties and all our labours vain, and our very 
beſt intended kindneſl*s, ill accepted: BED 

2 The 
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The holy ſpirit itſelf (*tis recorded, ) is grieved when 
it's ſanctifying motions are quenched, and it's Heavenly 
offers rejected; but however, it is our part, carefully to 


uſe the means, which God has appointed and leave to 


the Almighty, it's iflue and ſucceſs though Paul 
planted, and Apollos watered—the encreaſe, was ſtill 
from God! | 
But the comfort of our duty, does not ſo much ariſe 
from, the ſucceſs which follows it, as from the faithful 
diſcharge and performance of it: Alt is true, to ſee a ſe- 


cure ſoul awakened by our advice, and reformed by our 


Reproof; to ſee every meſſage crowned with a bleſſing, 
and all our pious deſigns effectual muſt be allowed an 
occaſion of joy—and an inviting argument to proceed : - ; 
whilſt our chief comfort and higheſt encouragement is 
not dependent upon a matter ſo uncertain; for whether 
men will hear, or whether they will . 
they embrace, or deſpiſe our Reproof—whether our 
counſel leaves them relenting or deriding, it is enough 
to ſupport us; that we have. perrormed our duty—and 
thereby, delivered our own ſouls :— 

What then, if our feed fall upon ſtony ground—muſt 
our harveſt, be entirely loſt? are we not entitled to a. 
reward in Heaven, for the ſincerity of our endeavours? 
what, if they be retorted upon us in malicious ſlanders, 
and our deſire to reform an offender, pats only for a 
maſk, to conceal our own hypocriſy ? what, if it makes 
no impreſſion and the ſinner turn a deaf ear to the moſt 
perſuaſive repreſentations? yet, ſince God allows bim, 


the 


(n 


the opportunity of means—why ſhould not we make; 
the tender of them? why ſhould we give him up for 


loſt, before his time, by withdrawing our good advice. 
and cbunſel when, Heaven has not pronounced him, 
irreclaimable? but God be praiſed, as very bad as the 


World is—it is not yet ſunk ſo very low, (we truſt,) as 


this objection moſt cruelly, ſuppoſes it; at leaſt not, (lex. 


us hope, ) in the preſent Reign, under our gracious King! 


For modeſty, chough poſſibly, 3 in a declining ſtate: 


here in England bas yet more influence upon man- 
kind among us, than acroſs the water where the King 


1s impriſoned, and the mob, triumphant ; there being ; 
here (we hope, ) few or none, of that perfect acc | 


pliſhment in vice and wickedneſs, as to ſhew.no remorſe 


whilft under the diſcipline of any ordained Miniſter, or 
prudent Church Reprover:—whilſt, if by. our gentle 
admonitions, we can but prevent any ſinner's next ap- 
pointment of debauchery if we can but gain a bluſh, _ 
a confeſſion, a promiſe of amendment that, he that ſtole, 
will ſteal no more—we ſhould never deſpair of good, 


ſucceſs—but expect the kind influence of Heaven on our 


fide to remain with us, and concur with our pious en- 


deavours to reclaim the difobedient, and refractory of all 
our Friends and Neighbours, to fear God—and keep bis 


commandtments; remembering that, it is the Lord's 
cauſe, we are engaged im who moſt ſtrictly, as this 


Text of Seripture, phainly points out to us and in any 


wiſe, commandeth us, (whatever comes of it) to re- 


buke our Neighbours, and not ſuffer fin, upon them! 
. Second 
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COME now ſecondly, in addition to a former diſcourſe 
on theſe very words, (a thus ſaith the Lord—) to 
alk who, is he among you—that will diſpute the avtho- 
rity of the Almighty ? It being enough ſurely that, God 
hath ſpoken :—ſo that were there no other reaſon for this 
duty, than the command of God—it were verily, ſuffi- 
cient to perſuade 4 Chriſtian; and 7h/s, we have very 
frequently preſſing us, to a ferious regard and performance 
thereof: Thou ſhalt in any wiſe, rebuke thy Neighbotir 
faith Moſes; and if thy Brother treſpaſs againft thee, re- 
buke him, faith our blefled Saviour: And the ſame, ye 
may find urged in many other places, of both Teſtamentr. 
The chief meſſage of the Prophets was,—to dell 
Judah, of their fits; and Iſrael, of their Tranſgtefſiöns: 
and that the Apoſtles were ſent upon the very fame 
errand, we may all learn from hence that, the Sctiptares 
are expreſsly ſaid to be profitable for Repro; and the 
preachers and diſpenſers of the word, are commatided fo 
rebuke, to exhort, and the like! let not men, then expect 
to haar peace, peace, from us—while they are i open 
war and diſagreement with Heaven (publifhing the 
Rights of Man, without cafling upon God—) let them, 
2 


— 
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( ſay—) expect from us, no ſuch complaiſance as to 
connive, or wink at their proyoking ſius to ſooth, and 
flatter them into miſery, and deſtruction! for if we, the 
inſtructors eſpecially, and paſtors of the Church warn 
not the wicked to turn from his way —the wicked 
indeed, ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood, will God 
require at, our Hands! 

God forbid then, that we ſhould ſo ſin. in ceaſing occa- 
ſionally, to Reprove you of this, our eſtabliſhed houthold 
of the true faith in God, the Father God, the Son — aud 
in God, the Holy Ghoſt! 

And, if ever verily, Reproof was becoming, and ſea— 
ſonable in the Pulpit—if ever it was needful to entertain 
you (my Hearers,) with this ſubject certainly, the en- 
creaſing prophaneſs of very bold and moſt inſolent ſinners, 
(even among ourſelves, ) the infectious corruption of evil 
communication, the decaying and almoſt expiring cauſe 
of piety and religion, in our days—will, moſt ſurely re- 
commend itin a more eſpecial manner to, our conſideration 
and practice ! | 

But God knows, how ſhort and inſufficient our endea- 
yours of this kind (if we alone, are to be concerned in 
it—) muſt be to reclaim and amend, ſo bad a World! 
we indeed, are not (and a comfort to us it is, that we 
are not—) eye-witnefles of all the daring provocations 
and monſtrous enormities daily committed from, Pole to 
Pole: ſo that we, can only give general preſcriptions— 
except here and there, a particular application to ſome 

offenders 
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offenders, of our own Flock. — Know however further 
(my People—) that the divine goodneſs, hath not only 
made it a part of the paſtoral office, - but the duty of 
every private Chriſtian, to Reproye occaſionally, his 
offending Brother, or Neighbour — 1 | 

When a careful practice of this duty ſurely, muſt be 
a moſt conſiderable check to the growth of ſo much ſin 
and wickedneſs, in all quarters! | 

While the ſinner poſts, on freely in a full career, with- 
out the leaſt curb, or reſtraint—he grows ſecure; and 
ſecurity, makes him ſhameleſs : hence, the ſeeds of wick- 
edneſs and vice, take deep root prophaueſs throws off 
all fear and diſguiſe, to ride triumphant (like deceit 
and guile—) in all our ſtreets :— 

Thus, our cowardly—and does not your cowardly 
filence, paſs for Licence and Approbation ? our, and your 
neutrality it is, giveth too often countenance to, exceſs 
and debauchery ;—when, by our faint-hearted conniyance, 
we multiply that, which in it's own nature, is * 
fruitful! 

It was a black ſtain upon old Eli's character, not to be 
purged with facrifice, and offering for ever that his 
Sons, made wenne vile i he, reſtrained them 
_ ; 

Magiſtrates, (1 oe above noticed—) are to Reprove, 
by a faithful execution of the laws; but if they let their 
authority ſlumber, which ought always to be actiye in 
diſcouraging and puniſhing vice — they 1 in effect 
eſtabliſh, and promote it; | 

ſo 
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So by the very ſame rule, —that Chriſtian, whoever 
he be, that wiltully lets ſlip any fair opportunity of re- 
proving ſin, and bringing the offender to repentance and 
amendment—does (as much as in him lies—) ) make 
him, a Licentiate in wickedneſs, by giving him the 
liberty and encouragement both to practice, and propagate 
his ſin, all around; — ſince permiſſion alone, is enough 
to ſet all ſinners, on work; prophaneneſs needs no Law, to 
ſupport it; a bare toleration, will do the buſineſs ;— 

When therefore in, is of ſo eaſy, ſo quick a growth 
——does it not require the greateſt watchfulneſs, and in- 
duſtry to keep it down? can he (think ye—) be ſaid to 
hate the weed, who let's it grow without diſturbance ? 
can he be ſuppoſed an enemy to ſin, who does not ſet 
himſelf to oppoſe it? or rather, is he not really acceſſary 
to his Brother's ruin, that will not uſe his beſt endea- 
vours, to reſcue and preſerve him ? 

It will not avail, to acquit him at the great Tribunal 
—to ſay that, he did not force, did not tempt, or ſo much 
as deſire him, to fin ; fince it is enough to condemn him 
that, he did not by ſeaſonable advice and wholeſome 
Reproof, prevent his Neighbour's fall; but ſtood by, un- 
concerned, aud ſuffered fin upon him: when oh] that 
we could prevail with men, to try this charitable expedient! 
what a happy effect in ſuppreſſing wickedneſs—and re- 
covering at leaſt, the outward form of virtue, might it 
have ! It may do gpod, upon the offender himſelf, when 
he {hall be given to underſtand how much he acts againſt 

the 
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the beſt ſenſe of the wiſeſt men, againſt the juſtice of th. 
laws that protect him, againſt his own intereſt of ſou 
and body—he cannot ſurely, upon ſuch a repreſentation, 
forbear ſome thoughtful concern for his duty, and his 
| ſafety ! 
| But the advantage is not wholly confined to the perſin 
direaly concerned; for as public penalties are more for 
example, and prevention to others—than for pain and 
puniſhment to the criminal ſo by a prudent reprehen- 
ſion, we ſtrike rather at the diſcaſe, than the patient 
and take the very beſt courſe, not only to_ make thoſe, 
that would be ſo, cautious :—(ag Judge Aſhurſt, hath 
| well obſerved to the Grand Jury — ſo that, though the 
4 immediate object of our care, continue obſtinate and un- 
| reformed—yet may we awaken others, into fome diſcre- 
tion! tis good ſometimes, to ſmite the ſcorner that, 
(if it amend not him—) at leaſt the ſimple, may beware: 
them that ſin, rebuke before All— that they alſo, 19 M 
fear or be afraid | 
If they, we have any concern upon us, (as it becomes 
all Chriſtians to have for the honor of our moſt boly | 
Religion and to dethrone the inſoleiit Tyranny of faſhi 
ouable, and prevailing wickedneſs—) if we would de- 
. ſtroy the growing Kingdom of Satan — aud reſtore virtue 
and goodneſs, to their due and authority with mankind 
lt is time, ſurely, (O my people ) to lay aſide that 
pernieious flattery which confirms and encourages men, 
| in cheir fins! it is bigh time, to cyert Ges in 705 
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and honeſt plain dealing! no longer to deceive the Friend, 
whom we profeſs to value, by diſſembling and conniving 
af his. faults— (much lets colouring them with falſe 
gloſſes, and the names of virtue—) but rebuke and diſ- 
cquntenance fin, wherever. we ſee it—diſdainiag that 
abſurd good manners of being ſilent, where Heaven his 
made it our duty, to Reprove. 

It is au argument too, doubtleſs of our love to God, 
as it is apparently an act of zeal for his authority, and 
honor! whilſt he, who by a tame compliance, ſuikers 
ſip to get head—who can fit ſtill without making any 
IG, while the Adverſ: ary goes on conquering— 

ught no longer to pretend he is on the ſide of God; and 
TUB, he has renounced his allegiance to his 
Maker, and denied his Saviour, before men; and fo has 
Chriſt declared he that, is not with me, is againſt me: 


when indeed, how can that man have the face td ſay 


he loves, what God loves who has not the coutage to 
hate what, Gad hates? or what ſenſe of piety and Reli- 
gion can he pretend, who has no concern to ſuppreſs 
what, muſt neceſſarily deſtroy them ? 

If when my Friend, is ſlandered and traduced, my 
paſſion riſes—and a due regard to friendſhip, forces me 
into his vindication ; does not reaſon, gratitude, love, 


and common honor tell me what, I am to do, when F* 


hear the Holy Name of God, blaſphemed—his worſhip 
derided—his providence, denyed—and his very Being 
called ia queſtion ? ſhall any of us, fit mute, and tongue 

ed 
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tied among ſuch elamorous ſinners - and have nothing to 
ſay for our Lord, and our God when the workers of 
iniquity, ſo boaſt, of their doings? when luſt, and blaſ- 
phemy, and prophüneueſs which proceed from an evil heatt 
run over at the mouth—till ſinners grow as careful to 
propagate, as they are to practice their impieties ! then 
certainly, if ever, the righteous ought, to ſpeak wiſdom 
——and his tongue, to be talking of judgment to vindi- 
cate his God, and his Religion; and Reprove boldly, the- 
rude offender, who dares to infulr them openly, or in 
the congregation of all faithful people :;— whilſt not to- 
do this, is to diſgrace our profeſſion and to be aſfiamed- 
of oux Saviour, and of his Words: and if fo, what is it 


to laugh at, encourage, and repeat the prophane, or filthy 


Jeſts of any bad company, we may have been in? This 
verily, is to be not only a ſecret enemy to our Lord 
but a declared and open Agent, for the Devil! | 

- Whilſt it is an inſtance moreover, of the -m6ſt tender 
regard; we can any of us ſhew, to the ſoul of our Neigh- 
bour; —neither when any dangerous, or malignant 
diſtemper has ſeized the body—the phyſician is not ſo 
much concerned that, his compoſitions, be palatable—ag 
that, they be proper and ſalutary if health and eaſe 
may be conveyed, —he cares not, though if it be through 
bitter and unſavoury potions; and would gladly hear his 


patient rage and roar—ſo it were in order to his amend- 
RIG and as | | 
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The poiſon of the ſoul (believe me) is ſin (as the 
wages of fin, is death) that alienatey it from God, to 
conſign it to miſery, and deſtruction: if ever then, We 


wauld rightly place our pity an infected ſoul, is a 


proper object; if ever we would exercite our kindeſt 
charity it muſt be in converting a ſinner, from the error 
of his ways — and faving his ſoul, from death. 

This is doubtleſs, the higheſt inſtance of hun love 
that, ean be ſhewn-—and cometh neareſt to that ſtupend- 
ous love of God, who ſent his only begotten Son (as at 
this Seaſon) into the World to ſeek, aud to, fave finally, 
that which, was loſt :—ſo that, this is properly the buſt-. 


| neſs of advice and reproof which is, in a remarkable 


manner, made the neceflary conlequeren of our mam 
dur Neighbour! 1— 

Thou ſhalt not, (ſays my Text) hate thy Brother, 
in thy heart: thou ſhalt in any wiſe, rebuke thy Neigh» 
bour; — as if, whoſoever neglected willingly, ihis du 
could have no true affection for his Brother but was ſo 
far a hater of him as he was a conniver at his ſins,-— 
(whether ſeeret, or more open ones:) and yetily, with 


Juſt reaſon ; for love, is a very watchful paſſion, in us 
 All--that will be ſure ta inform the perſpn beloved. of, 


any approaching danger—and remove it too, if peſſihle: 
and would nat love too, (where it is warm,) diſarm any 
deſperate Friend, of that weapou wherewith, he would 
certainly diſpatch himſelf ? or could it, unconcetnedly fee 
him embracing a ſerpent, and not tell ws he hugged 
his own death? 


1 


Certainly, to croſs and oppoſe our Brother, while he 

raſhly deſigus his own ruin, is the very ſureſt proof of 
Friendſhip; whilft correction and rebuke, are the very 
trueſt tokens of our love: ſince hereby we ſhew that, 
we value our Brother's or Siſter's ſoul, as well as their 
bodies; and are willing (if we are good men and Chriſti- 
ans—) to hazard the loſs of their reſpe&, rather than 
baſely ſuffer them, to be enemies to their own ſouls !— 
open rebuke, (ſays Solomon —) 1 is better than ſecret love; 
—which, too often we know is very apt to ſooth and 
fatter, to be ſtrait, and ſelfiſh—to ſpy no faults or, to 
correct none whilſt a generous and Chriſtian Friend- 
ſhip 1 is plain, free, open, and honeſt; not to be bribed: td 
ſecrecy and ſilence, where the caſe requires openneſs and 
information and never ſpares even tiny choſen boſom 
luſt, for fear it proves injurious and deadly, to our Neigh- 
bours when ſuch faithful and friendly wounds, —ſuch 
free, and open hearted Reproofs, argue a well meaning, 
and diſintereſted ſpirit, that aims in earneſt only, at his 
Brother's good acting upon no other view, than the 
glory of God—and the deeply longed for falvation to a 
miſerable, and endangered ſoul !— 
Now this, was the practice of the-firſt, 125 beſt days 
of Chriſtianity 1 in the World when ſincere love, had 
better footing 5 and the ſalvation of ſouls, was a more 
general concern; when, if private Reproof, could not 
reclaim the e cenſure always took place 
(as it ſhould with us; —) ſo, if any offender refuſed to 
hear his Brother, it was told to the Church - (to Chriſt's 
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Holy, Catholic Church—) and ſo, he was delivered uno 
Satan, for the deſtruction of the fleſh—that, the ſpirit 
might be ſaved in the day of the Lord, Jeſus — (our ouly 
n and Redeemer ;—) but che notorious ſinner, (the 
hardened, and obſtinate 0: ie—) was denied the benefit 
of Chriſtian Communion, (if not Burial—) and avoided 
as an-intectious perſon that, by this ſeverity, —ae might 
be frighted out of his ſin, and driven finally, to reperit- 
ance to fear God, and better obſerve his ſtatutes! 
Thus, if Reproof be (as it has been in old ume, ) the ba- 
tural effect of brotherly love yet ah ! what an expiring 
condition is the love of Chriſtiaus of the preſeut hour, 
among us! and where ſhall we go, to find even the 
remnants of that out- dated, and raolt unfaſhionable former 
practice or where is the man among ourſelves, wha 
makes a careful, and conſcientious obſervance of it? How 
juſtly may we, bewail the decay of it? How reckon this, 
among the {ymptoms: of the approaching ol Alloy 
tion? 

Then ſays our bleſſed, Saviour, the love of . ſhall | 
wax cold !—when becauſe, there are few or no duties, 
but may be abuſed by miſmanagement, and prove fruit- 
leſs by miſplaging, or overlooking ſome circumſtances, 
always neceſſary to be obſerved in theſe moſt, ſerious 
matters of counſel, advice, and Reproof; —leſt I tire my- 
ſelf too much at preſent, and you alſo (my people —) 
J ſhall defer what .I have cher to . to * wy 
Arent A | | | 
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COME again thirdly, (what I very lately 

promifed—) to adviſe that, our Reproof be always 
ſeaſonable; for to every thing, there is a ſeaſon; and 
none, more to be watched and obſetved, thau for this 
nice buſineſs of ours, or your Reproof of your Brethten, 
in tke Church: Now it is ſometimes, let me firſt ob- 
ſerve—) advĩſeable to ſilence a ſinner; as it is, ſometimes 
to keep ſilence, before him: At one time, it may be 
needful to reprimand an offender; as at another, to hold 
our tongues as with a bridle - and refrain even from good 
words, while the ungodly is in our ſight. 
Thus for inſtance, ye ſhould not [Reprove e 
in his cups, nor an enraged perfon, in the height of his 
ok paſſion ;—nor always a fool, in his _ for this were 
to caſt thy pearl, before ſwine. 

To recommend ſobriety to a ſot, While his bine 
overclouded with Fumes, and his ſenſes:drowned:in Li- 
quor—is all one, as to extol light audi the fun, before a 1 
blind man; let him tee firſt; for then ye ee, 
him. 
Io rebuke and reaſon with, a man in en of his 
fn to as much purpoſe Wy co ee tempeſtu- 
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sus winds into good Humour—or the waves, into ſilencet 
Let him cool a little; and perhaps, ye may prevail! 

In all applications then, of this nature, (my Brethren,) 
ye are to ſtudy the more favourable inſtants of Addreſs 
when they are moſt likely to be beſt received: —and 
thus ſome obſerve, or have obſerved that, God dealt with 
our firſt parents, Adam and Eve; not proceeding tothe 
eurſe and puniſhment immediately after their fall, when 
(it is like,) their paſſions were all tumultuous, and their 
grief and ſhame, had made them deſperate ; but he ſtayed 
till they recovered themſelves a little—and treated with 
them in a fitter, a more convenient ſeaſon—(in the cool 
of the day :—) and ſo ought we to obſerve the commo- 
dious opportunities of all our Reproofs towards our 


Brethren, or Neighbours of this our houſhold of taith— 


when the ſinner is at leiſure for advice—in good temper 
to be wrought upon—and in a proper place where, our 
counſel will be leaſt unwelcome, and our deſign meet 
with, feweſt obſtructions from any one:—when every 


word,—thus fitly ſpoken, will be like apples of gold, in 


pictures of filver: But let the occaſion always of our 
Reproof, be ſome real fault; for a ſtranger come among 
us, to our aflemblies—who obſerves how warm £8 
rigid we ſometimes, may be about the external and re- 
mote parts of worſhip; how ſharp in our cenſures on 
behalf of ceremonies, and indifferent things—how care- 
ful and zealous, to maintain the outworks of Religion, 
in our eſtabliſhed Churches—he will be tempted pro- 
bably 


F 


— 
— 


1 


— 


* 
'. 


CO OR” 


bably ſometimes, to imagine that our concern proportia 


onably advances with the dignity and value of the ſubjeck 
—and that, we are abundantly more watchful to ſecure 
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we are more reſerved and ſparihg—{very öften to loſe 
ground in righteouſueſs, mercy, and faith) while ſome 
of us, are too exceedingly nice and curious after little 


matters—-(ibe 'Tythe of 1255 Auniſe, and Cummin:—) 
So, though the very Flfiigs of gold, Wy 
thing is ſo mean or ſuperfluous abour Religion, but ought 


to have it's due tendance and reſpe&—yet there princi- 
pally, we are to double our guard, Where the loſs will be 
capital: Not ſo warmly at any time, to interpoſe in things 


diſputable, as in things neceffaty; or quarrel with an in- 
— — 1 8 ne 114 7 r ? 5% 4 x fas} "IV 
firmity in judgment as leverely, as with any criminal 


the eſſentials and vitals of it! wHIlft alaſs! Here uſually, 


Sold, are precious—and no- 
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ractice; an error, ſo very common and miſchievous; that 
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to the Romans, diredtly againſt itt. 
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That Reps then, gives a very ſhrewd occaſion to 
ſuſpect the honeſty and piety of his defign=—that' muſt 


St. Paul himſelf, thought fit to write a whole Chapter 
Gn Do Db 


firſt prove the action unlawful, Before he cat Reptove | 


it, as finful:—When; if the firft ſteß be diſpute—his 


office, is not that of a rebuker—but of a teacher; and a 
: D478 nene enen 5 2 1 
real g1 ilt, muſt be the foundation or all the ſuperſtruc- 


good purpoſo: Thus however, (ie 166d) Job's thiee 
Friends, fooliſhly, (inſtead of comfort ahd condolgnce,) 
Joaded him with cenforious imputations—and without 
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ture of his Reproof vailiſhes, aid is in Vain, and to no 
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reaton or charity, argued the greatneſs of his fin, by the 
greatneſs of his ſufferings: —Whilſ the worſt is. 
wh we Reprove another, of whatever detominon 


as well as one, of this family to Which we belong, (aud 


froti our infancy, have belonged—) for what is really 
his duty, and not rightly underſtanding the caſe, run 


ourſelyes into, the guilt of an offence, while we raſhly 
rebuke what, i3 not 718 pious Hannah, ſuffered by the 
Rep roof of old Eli, when he miſtook her earneſtueſs in 


prayer, for the effect of dtupkeneſs; —ſo ſhould we every 
one, be moſt cautious in all our Reproofs of our Brethren, 
or of any of our Neighbours: —And if we teach others, 
or AP 


not us, do fo; 1 if a man ſhould not commit adultery— 


| neither, ſhould we; if we abhor idols; we ſhould by no 


means, commit ſacrilege Neither ſhould any ſervant 
of the Lord, ſtrive but be gentle unto all men; apt to 


teach, — patients 1 in meekneſs inſfructing thoſe that, op- 


poſe chemſelves: 8 S hilſt an inſulting, and imperious 


carriage, rou gb Words, — and a ſtern, ſevere cauntenante 


are the effeck, and ſometimes the meſſengers, (or as meſ-. 
ſengers.) ol a Challenge. —ſceming. to demand ſatisfaction, 
by, Fn, | ea t 1910 defendag t, immediate upon his 


guard; 10 that, (bo 5 8 ae erated—and inſtead 
of oak. 1 5 _ „ ATC often. Ag 
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teach others—let us eſpecially, alb look to our 
ownlelves! if \ we, preach,” a man ſhould not ſteal—let 
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Advice however, and Reproof her from tho Lay 
or Clergy, where: both ſurely, are much concerned to do 
good unto all men,—efpegially their Pr 25 and their 
Neighbours-—are molt likely to prove ſuc 155 5 where | 
thete is leaſt appearance of anger, and igel ſymptons 


of affection: Let the righteous; ſaid the Plalmiſt—thus 


ſmite me; and-it-ſhall, be a kindneſs: Let him Re rove 
me - aid it ſhall be an excellentoil; which ele not bees 

mine head: Obſtinacy itſelf, e all bo- as "often s 
been won by, mildneſs; — and when rougher uſuage, has 
provedinfignificant, —ſometimes MA tongue, has broken 
the bone of the offender; though there ws a time 
when ſuch, gentle means, may not N ſufffejent— 8 


when the caſe of our Friend, or Neig hbour—may _—_ 


an harder; or more ſevere dealing with: -. 

So that, in the laſt place —though our, Reprof ſoul 
not be violent, or paſſionate-—yer,ought. it, 8 0 
be vchement, and in earneſt Nav, my; ſons, It is no 
good report that L hear -was a rediculous; way of rep . 
ing thoſe Sons of Eli, who were become Song. of Be 115 5 1 
uch fire- brands, ſhould have bern plycked out. of th 


fire, with a zeal proportioned. ta their, vile enormities; * 
the event ſhews that, this too mild and, eaſy Ucatment, 
Fünen aua. in their; abomingtions:;: n 


hen Women 
Cart- r opes, N 


When vice grows rampant, and unxuly- 
fuffer chemſelves to be bought and fold, „ 


1 or halters about their * for the . paltry con- 


ſide ration | 
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fideration only of fix-pence;—ob ! ſhameful, horrible; ES 
horrible, and moſt horrible! _ 

Such a crime doubtleſs, muſt be a very great and 
q public ſcandal and offence, to all virtue and Religion; aud 
more ſo, ſhould it become habitual, to be ne 
| if without reſerve, defended without ſhame, and dared to 
ſtand it out, againſt all milder uſuage :—ls not the ſeve- 
| rity neceſſary to make it the more known too, in all 
q 157 company that the parties (on both ddes—) may 
| e aſhamed, if not amended | | 

When Peter was an offence to the Church, (in former 
ages—) St. Paul, withſtood him to the face; when, he 
was an offetice to our bleſſed Saviour, he called him 
Satan: But as St. Paul uſed great freedom in rebuking hg 
ſo in ſome caſes, he recommends it to us, as the very 
propereſt method: thus, when the Cretians were grown 
Falſe, beaſtly, and luxurious, (as too many among us, it 
is to be feared, ſtill are) he thus writes to Titus, their 
Biſhop : Rebuke them ſharply, that they, may be ſound 
in the faith ;— 

But I have (my Friends,) hinted before very often 
Juring my. very long miniſtry among you, in both theſe 
adjoining pariſhes—how peculiarly concerned in this duty 
thoſe are, or ſhould be—that are ſtiled Overſeers of the 
i! | Dock of Chriſt, to beſeech men, to be reconciled to ( 
[| walk ſpectl fools—b iſe ;-redeem- 

walk circumſpectly, not as fools but as wiſe ;-redeem | 
| ing the time, becauſe the days are evil, 
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What I intend indeed further at preſent, before I quits 
conclude—ſhall more chiefly reſpect our common con- 
verſation when occaſionally in company, or met together 
— where diſcreet and ſharp Reproof, may happily, ſome- 
times, outface the ſaucineſs of impiety (which, like 
deceit and guile, hardly ever goeth out of our ſtreets -) 
where, in ſuch our private meetings together, (beſides in 
our Churches) evil communications may be corrected, 
and amended - here virtue may be made as influential, 
as vice is. infectious; and whereby prudent advice aud 
correction, a wholeſome tongue, may become a Tree o 
Life, (without regard to any boaſted Tre of Liberty a, 
pl; for ever and for ever ;— 

Here then, —Rebuke, if cloſe and in muſt RSG a 
double edge; to ſtop the profligate in his full career, and. 
bring him to conſideration to convince him that wiſer 
| men, entirely diſapprove his conduct, and that he acts as 
1 much againſt right reaſon, as againſt; his true intereſt; 
that he affronts all the ſober part of mankind, by his be- 
haviour;—ſo that with Iſhmael, he muſt Miter expat: | 
their hands, to be againſt him: 

T Thus, as iron, ſharpens iron; ſo may in i private com- 
þ pany, the countenance of a prodent ws bis Friend, 
| or Neighbour !— 15 

Have ſalt in yourſelves, ſaid our Blefled Saviour; ho 
| has alſo commanded us, to let our light ſhine before 
others; giving us hereby to underſtand, that a, chriſtian's 


| deportmeut is not to terminate in a care only, of his own 
H ſoul 
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ſoul—but muſt have a ſavourly influence upon All, with 
whom, he converles ;— 

He muſt not, (as too many do —) content himſelf 
with the ſoundneſs of his own principles, and the regu- 
larity of his own practice but, (as our blefled Lord—) 
muſt go about, doing good! when oh! how many fea- 
ſonable opportunities and advantages to a ſerious, and 
well diſpoſed chriſtian, would every day afford to be help- 


ful and beneficial to ſouls, where there are ſo many 


ignorant, to inſtruct upon the face, of the whole earth 
from Pole, to Pole! ſo many weak, to ſupport; ſo many 
unſettled, to adviſe aud ſo TI offenders, (beſides 
T. P.) to rebuke! 

It is, J confeſs an unpopular, and unpraQtiſed duty 
which, I have ſo long, been recommending - though it 
be really ſuch as the command of God, and the caſe of 


our Neighbour, requires of every one, of us: For while 


the rich man, may thiuk it below him, and the poor man 
pretends, 3 it is above him while the ignorant, plead their 


ignorance in excuſe—and' the learned among us, ſtudy 

arguments 111 philoſophy, to avoid it; nay! while pious 
and ſober, and well diſpoſed chriſtians can fearce be pre- 
vailed upon to regard and practice ii it comes: to paſs 


- that, the Rebuker can find no place in the earth; and the 


faithful Reprover, is ceaſed from among the childrem of 
men. 
So that, to preſs this duty —and conclude this third. 


and laſt difcourſe (my beloved brethren,) if we are 


in 
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in earneſt concerned to keep down. the 


weaken the intereſt of fin, in the World; if we have any 


regard for ſouls, (the better part of mankind—) and are 
deſirous to promote and forward their ſalvation, in Hea- 
vel—if we have any true love of God, and ſenſe, or 
fecling of goodneſs ; theſe, —all theſe perſuade, com- 
mand, and bind this ſaving and profitable duty, upon us 


chriſtians :—and would to God, we were all fo far con- 


vinced, as faithfully to make the experiment—and try 
how proper and uſeful an expedient for all theſe glorious 
purpoſes—a ſerious, ſeaſonable, friendly, and perſuaſive 
Reproof, is; and what an excellent method we take, to 
reclaim and amend the World, when we in -good-will, 
earneſtly endeavour to rebuke our unfortunate Friends, 
and Neighbours in it—and not ſuffer fin, upon them! 

I ſhall now finally conclude with that pertinent, and 
preſſing advice of the Apoſtle, to the Hebrews—who 
chargeth us, to exhort one another daily, while it is 
called to day—leſt any of us, be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin—ſubjoining moreover, this proverb 
of the Wiſe Man; he, that hateth Reproof, ſhall die! 

5 Fare ye \ well. 
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